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SUSJECT: HEARING ON KUWAIT ARMS SALES ~
1, NEA ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER APPEARED AS
PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION WITNESS BEFORE CONGRESSMAN ,
FASCELL'S HIRQ SUBCOMMITTEE OCTOBER 24 ON TWO RESOLUTIONS
PRESENTED BY GONGRESSMEN HAMILTON AND BINGHAM OPPOSING
THE PROPOSED SALE OF SIDEWINDERS TO KUWATT, S IDES
FASCELL, HAMILTON AND BINGHAM WERE ONLY COVOR'"“M;N PRESENT.,
2, HAMILTON HCD OFF AS FIRST WINESS VOICING HIS CONCERNS
OVER ESCALATIGN OF ARMS SALES. TO PERSIAN GULF COUNTRIES
GENERALLY AND 'QUESTIONING SPECIFIC ARMS PROGRAM FOR KUWAILT,
GIVEN COUNTRY'S VULNERABILITY AND INABILITY, EVEN UNDER
REST OF CIRCUJSTANCES. TO DEFEND ITSELF EXCEPT FOR A VERY
SHORT PERIOD.OF TIME, T

3. FOLLOWING SOBER'S STATEMENT, TEXT OF WHICH FORWARDED
TO YOUs HE WAS QUESTIONED AT SOME LENGTH WITH HAMILTON
RAISING NEED FOR EFFORTS TO HAVE REGIONAL ARMS CONTROL
AGREEMENT IN GULF, _

4, WE BELIEVE THAT THE HEARING PROVIDED AN OPPQRTUNITY FOR
A FRANK EXCHANGE AND WAS USEFUL IN PRESENTING THE
ADMINISTRATION'S VIEWS., WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE TWO
RESOLUTIONS WILL NOT B PURSUSD AND THAT THERE WILL NOT
BE ANY LEGAL BAR TO PRESENTATION OF LETTER afF OFFER TO

GOK AFTER 27=DAY PERIOD UNDRR NELSON/BINGHAM AMENDMENT
EXPIRES ON QCTOBER 32. N

5, THE TWO PENDING HAWK LETTERS 0F OFFER (FOR SUPPORT
AND TRAINING) WERE DISCUSSED DURING HEARINGS. IT IS OUR
INTENTION TO PRESENT THESE TOo CONGRESS UNDER NELSON/
BINGHAM AMENDMENT IN COMING WEEK.

KISSINGER
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